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Barriers to Care: A Controversy 
Journal of the California Dental Association explores oral health disparities,

barriers to care and dental workforce
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Sacramento, Calif. — Two new editions of the Journal of the California Dental Association explore access to care issues to provide the dental community with insight into a problem that impacts 30 percent of the population — 10 million Californians (82 million nationwide).

Across the nation, the issue of how to address oral health disparities and overcome barriers to accessing care is being discussed, debated and addressed in a variety of ways, including the implementation of new dental workforce models.

“The issue of barriers to care isn’t a result or a failure of the dental profession,” said Kerry K. Carney, DDS, editor-in-chief of the Journal. “But it’s a social and political issue that dentists can’t afford to ignore.”
The January Journal features articles that provide one perspective on workforce issues. The articles examine three dental provider models: the international dental therapist, Alaska’s dental health aide therapist and California’s dental hygienist in alternative practice.

The February Journal will feature four additional articles: the applicability of dental therapy in the United States, improving oral health care and delivery for children, improving access to high quality dental services, and addressing barriers to care.
“We understand that this is a controversial issue, but until we explore it, how can we provide expertise in addressing the problem?” Carney asked. “The CDA Journal provides a forum by pulling together the historical context, facts and differing opinions in a format that allows us to present the topics in greater depth, enabling our member dentists to remain up–to-date on the national conversation.”

The Journal of the California Dental Association is an award-winning monthly peer-reviewed scientific publication that informs dentists about scientific advances, business management strategies and new products. 

About the California Dental Association

The California Dental Association is the nonprofit organization representing organized dentistry in 
(more)

California. Founded in 1870, CDA supports its members in their practices and service to the public through innovation in education, advocacy and related programs. CDA also contributes to the oral health of Californians through various comprehensive programs and advocacy. CDA’s membership consists of more than 24,000 dentists, making it the largest constituent of the American Dental Association. For more information, visit cda.org.  
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